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Trail Riding Safety Tips During a Pandemic
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Now that the Northwest is beginning
to reopen, let’s “hit the road” . Here
are some tips and ideas for keeping
yourself safe while hitting the trails
and getting fresh air and exercise for
you and your horses—
Choose the Right Trail The “trail less
traveled” is a good adage to keep in
mind for today’s social distancing
world. As much as possible, research
and choose trail riding locales with
fewer crowds. Consider less-popular
locations as well as days or times
when fewer people are likely to be
riding. Be prepared to change your
plans if, when you arrive at your
destination, you find it’s already too
crowded to safely distance yourself.
Trailer Tips —Avoid trailering
together in the same vehicle with
others outside of your household.
Drive separate rigs instead.
Park with extra distance between
rigs so no one is tempted to visit too
closely. Be sure you can comfortably
maintain a six to ten-foot distance
from others.

Biosecurity
Avoid using public hitching
posts or similar places to tie your
horse at a trailhead. Instead, tie your
horse to your own trailer and have
others tie their horse to their trailers
as well.
Don’t handle horses being used by
people outside your household.
The same goes for tack—no sharing
or handling each other’s bridles,
saddles, grooming supplies, etc.

Bring your own water bottle and snacks
and carry them in your own saddle bags.
Now is not the time for sharing edibles!
Bring hand sanitizer and use it,—especially if
you are handling and eating food or using a
public restroom. Wash your hands once you
return home.
Trail Etiquette If you are riding in a
group, maintain at least six feet between
riders (a recommended safety practice among
riders even in normal times).
Remember to also maintain at least six feet of
distance when passing a hiker, mountain biker,
or another equestrian on the trail. This may
require that someone moves 6 to 10 feet off
the trail to allow the other to pass.
Now might be the time to “wear that
bandana” you usually save for dusty rides—
or wear a mask. It’s important to remember
that wearing a mask is not protective for the
wearer. It is meant to contain potential spread
from the wearer to others.
Thoughtfully Evaluate Risks: Consider not
riding if you live in a highly affected area
with a maxed-out health care system.
If you are injured, seek out alternatives to
an emergency room visit, such as orthopedic
urgent care, or urgent care facilities labeled
“clean” (where patients with any respiratory
issues are not admitted and instead are sent
to designated clinics set up specifically for
handling potential COVID-19 positive cases).
Call ahead since many medical practices are
not seeing patients without appointments

during these times.

After addressing any concerns, if you are
still in doubt, stay safe and ride another day.
Safety should always your primary consideration when riding.

2020 Chapter Board Members

President’s Corner
• President
Bob Etteldorf: 253.509.3656
kaboranch@gmail.com

7/7/2020

• Vice President

Hello fellow PCC Chapter members,

Cathy Dye : 253.606.1272

Here we go again, it appears that the Corona Virus is increasing in
intensity. The Governor is requesting masks when in public places
or when visiting all stores. Pierce County has not and will not lift
Phase II this month nor does it appear they will for the rest of the
year (that is the rumor.) There is also talk of the county reversing
everything back to Phase I, that would not be good.

dyeguyz2@gmail.com

• Secretary
Donna MacKinnon: 253.686.3522
djd56@live.com

• Treasurer
Tanara Reynolds: 253.221.0179
tvreyo@gmail.com

• Lead Trail Scout
Sam Nohra: 360.458.4631

evosam97@gmail.com

• Lead Trail Maintenance

Coordinator
Rob Humes: 253.320.0510
randjranch@outlook.com

• State Director for BCHW
Louise Caywood: 253.732.8105
saddledupw@aol.com

• Alt. State Director for BCHW
Jack Gillette: 253.847.1626
horsedoc@rainierconnect.com

• Past President
Jim Sharbono: 253.307.5358
Shareinvestments.js@gmail.com

The sun is out intermittently with clouds, the temperature is comfortable even with a light jacket. Trails and camping are open in most
areas. Rider’s, biker’s, hiker’s and the rest are all heading to the
hills for adventure, so should each of us. We should be using the
trails that have been established, even clearing them as needed. I
hope that each of you are riding and clearing trails that you ride.
This weekend July 11th the chapter will be at Sahara Creek for trail
maintenance. I encourage each of you to attend and come together
for this event. Please review the eNoose for details.
I was hopeful that we could have our Chapter Prize Ride this month
and meet for a potluck at the July members meeting. Unfortunately,
we are not able to complete either of those events. All events for the
month of July are cancelled except for the trail maintenance on July
11th. I and the board are hopeful for the month of August, more to
come on that.
The July Prize Ride is also cancelled but we would still encourage
the membership to visit Sahara Creek for a day ride that is not
sanctioned as a chapter event but rather just because you want to, I
plan to be there.
Thank you all for being safe and I look forward to seeing each one
of you on the trail.
Warmest regards,

Bob Etteldorf
PCC-BCHW President
253.509.3656
kaboranch@gmail.com
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Our 2020 Work Parties

Check our calendar to see the tentative dates of Elbe Work Parties.
Our first work party is scheduled the 11th of July and it’s a “go”. There is a lot of work to do since this
is the 1st work party of the year, “RSVP Rob “ to join in. DNR has worked out new guide lines for us to
follow to work safe. We have 6 tentative work parties scheduled with the DNR.
Watch your email and / or Facebook for more information on Work Parties.
Contact Rob —253.320.0510

Member Recognition
In every organization, there are individuals who seem to always be in the forefront of the operations, planning
and execution of the business and activities.
In our Chapter, we have many members who are instrumental in this way ie. serving as Officers and Trail
Scouts, Committee Chairs, and promoting the Chapter in accomplishing our mission. That being said, while
these individuals are highly influential in the success of the operations, it is the body of the membership who
ultimately shapes the success of the Chapter through support of our Officers, engagement at meetings, and
participation in the goals and activities of the Chapter.
Your Membership Development Committee Chair, Barb Downing and her team of creative and focused members of the Committee, have proposed a member recognition program called “Meet the Member”, not just for
achievements through and with the Chapter, but for contributions they have made to their families, their stock
and in their communities.
We realized that every member has special interests and abilities in promoting our mission and our Chapter,
creative ideas (even though they are not aware of them, yet), and have memorable stories of life on the trails,
trials, and tribulations.
Beginning in June, Barb and her team launched the program with the highlighting of Bob Dimond’s story.
Hopefully, everyone enjoyed sharing “his story”.
July’s Noose features Judy Mitton and Sally Wilson. August Noose will feature Rob Humes and Laurie Gillette.
Information included in “your story” may include family, work, community activities, Chapter tenure, favorite
interests, trail favorites, and of course, your most memorable experience on the trails or with your horse or
mule.
Members will be randomly selected from our membership roster each month for recognition in the following
months. Members who are selected will be interviewed and photos of you and your horse/mule would be included in the article. This will afford us the opportunity to get to know our members better and to help welcome
new members into our Chapter.
If anyone in the Chapter has a fun story to add or a memorable experience with the featured members, we
would love to include that in their story, with their approval, of course.
Please contact Barb Downing if you have something to share, 253-312-4678.
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MEET THE MEMBER
Hi to all! I'm Judy Mitton with Sunshine and Membership committees for
Pierce County Chapter of Back Country Horsemen.
I was born in Tacoma, Washington, I have spent most of my life in Puyallup.
Early on, my mother said she expected me at any time to turn into a
horse!! That's all I ever wanted as a little girl was a horse. I did earn my
first horse in junior high by picking a lot of berries.
My biggest “dream” was to ride on Ft. Lewis and have an Arabian horse.
That dream was not answered until I was in my 50's.
But what a wonderful ride it has been for over 20 years since then.
There has been great horses and great friends all along the way, including
so many of you in BCH.
But before all that, I attended Fife High School and then Biola College in southern California. Following that, I
taught two years in California, then came home to teach remedial reading and first grade in Puyallup. During
that time I married Jim, and we had three boys who are still working and living in the area.
We have lived almost 50 years on our 5 plus acres just outside Puyallup. During that time we have raised
chickens, cows, horses and dogs, plus the boys and their friends with 3-wheelers, mud and lots of good memories.
And my horse years: I thought they were over as a girl, but with the boys raised, God brought a little gray Arabian mare into my life and that began some wonderful rides and several nice Arabian horses.
Yes, I do have some adventures and misadventures. Like riding with Bob Dimond and a couple other friends at
a sponsored ride in Elbe Hills. I was the last of 4 riders and my Krickett horse and I were rushed by bees. Frightened, she went backwards and off the side of a cliff. I was able to roll off - right into the bees - and she climbed
up to the trail. Returning toward camp a helpful person gave me Benadryl. Wow! Did I react to that and spent
the rest of the time in camp hurriedly walking around the loop! The ride home was one hyper time especially
hard on the driver; ask Bob.
I have had to quit riding recently, but I still enjoy working with all the
friends I have made through my wonderful group of PCCBCH.
And “Thanks” for the good times. And A special “Thank You” to Ron and
Barb Downing for introducing me to Pierce County Back Country Horsemen group.
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Meet the Member: Sally Wilson
When you meet Sally, you know you’ve met a power house. She is
full of spit and fire and can run rings around you. She has done most
of the volunteer jobs within the Pierce County Chapter. Sally has received the Service Award in 2010 which were a beautiful set of saddle bags, and a volunteer hours service award in her first year of doing the job and many appreciation awards thru the years. These
awards were all earned with hard work and a commitment to people
and the chapter.
Sally’s grandpa was her favorite memory as a child. He had been a rodeo clown and
you could tell. He could fix anything and taught Sally to do the same. He called her “Cotton
Top” as she had puffy blond hair.
Sally loved to draw with him and on several occasions he
appeared with several tightly twisted hair pieces with clothes pins holding them on.
Grandpa gave Sally her first pony at 15. The pony’s name was Sugar Foot as she had one
white sock. Sally would ride to her girlfriends house and the pony would break loose and run
home. Sally would walk home and when she arrived her Grandpa would say “Ain’t you learned
to tie that knot by now”.
Just for you to know, Sally’s favorite horse book was “Man O War “
which took her all year to read.
In Sally’s household, there is husband Harvey, niece Gracie, three horses —Tri, Scout and
Tama, and her mini Gidget and the best dog and playmate Poppy. Since Sally was diagnosed
with cancer, Poppy is her constant buddy – glued to her hip. Sally is very determined to win and
Poppy is cheering her on. Sally wants you all to know that she can feel being held by your prayers and thanks you all.
Sally was born in Tacoma and spent most of her life locally. She also lived in the Dalles, Oregon and in Germany for two years. While in Germany, she lived off base in a small town. Her
German landlady taught her how to shop the markets daily. Sally learned how to navigate her life
and motherhood in a foreign country thanks to this lady.
Sally’s favorite place to ride is in the high country and
especially at Crystal Mtn. Her first year of riding she used to hold
her hands over her eyes. One memory in time, was chasing elk
thru the trees. Another was how she and her friend, Jody, used to
sleep rolled up in a blue tarp and share a steak, potato and an
ear of corn for dinner on the mountain.
Sally learned about the Pierce County Chapter from her friends
that belonged; Members Butch Murdock, Bebe Fry, MariKay Cumpston and Sally Wade. What she likes best about the chapter is the
great friends and how to cook in the back country.
We are glad Sally chose the Pierce Chapter so we could know her.
When you see Sally tell her “hey “. . .
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PCC DIRECTOR BRIEFING
On June 25 the BCHW BOD discussed business via the internet on Zoom.
Our BCHW By-Laws do not enable us to hold an official Board Meeting unless we can do it physically.
But, we felt we should be able to communicate on some matters, so we held this conference. A few of
the items we discussed:
•

A draft of new BCHW By-Laws:
Please read in the last THN of the revisions we are visiting. Due to Covid shutdowns it is available
online only at BCHW.org. If you have any suggestions for the revisions, please contact Louise
Caywood, PCC Director by August 1st.

•

Safety Trail Work and Pleasure Riding:
Be sure to check out the new documents on www.bchw.org under “programs”. Covid 19 guidelines are included in these also. Stay safe while riding!

•

Fundraising:
Since March 2020 BCHW has managed to raise a couple thousand dollars online. Watch for more
opportunities to donate in the coming months. And, remember to sign up for
www.smile.amazon which can benefit BCHW as well. Features and prices are the same as regular Amazon, the company donates a percentage to our organization when you shop on Smile.

Back Country Horsemen of Washington
Volunteer Hours Report

for 2019/2020 Reporting Year

Rate per hour/mile
Total Basic Hours
Total Skilled Hours
LNT and Education
Admin and Public Meetings
Travel Time

0
257
218.5
894.5
1275

Total Hours

2645

Vehicle Mileage

701.5

Total Miles

701.5

Total Stock Days

Grand Total

35

Total Value
$25.43
$55.00
$25.43
$25.43
$25.43

Hourly Dollar Values
0.95

Miles Dollar Values
$100.00

$0.00
$14,135.00
$5,556.46
$22,747.14
$32,423.25
$74,861.84
$666.43
$666.43
$3,500.00

$79,028.27
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Just a Bit of Humor

Ev
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Hoot-n-Holler Luncheon
This is a monthly luncheon at
South Hill Black Bear Diner,
Puyallup at 12:00 Noon.
Anyone can attend.
A reminder of Dates
August 13th
September 10th
October 8th
November12th
December 10th

Waiting
for
Phase 3

Attention:

Thank you!
Calhoun
Real
Estate
For supporting our club
and
becoming a sponsor.

2021 BCHW
Calendars
We Have Calendars!!

JLMB Permits
Available

Contact Louise
Get yours today

Call Bob Dimond and he
will meet you and take you
on base to get your Permit.
Contact Bob
C-253.961.9573
H-253.843.0290
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Calendar
Fri Jul 3, 2020 —-All day Independence Day observed
Sat Jul 4, 2020 —All day Independence Day Sat Jul 4, 2020 Calendar:
Sat Jul 11, 2020 —
Elbe Work Party
Where: Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp,

Contact Robe Humes 253.320.0510 Meet 08:00 am

Wed Jul 15, 2020 —————All day Tax Day
Wed July 15, 2020
Executive Board Meeting 7pm - 9pm -Zoom Meeting

Everyone is welcome—Contact Bob Etteldorf: kaboranch@gmail.com; 253-509-3656
Sat Jul 18, 2020 —Tentative—

Elbe Work Party
Where: Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp,

Contact Robe Humes 253.320.0510 Meet 08:00 am

Wed Jul 22, 2020 —Cancelled

PCCBCH Membership Meeting & Potluck —6:30pm - 9:30pm
Where: Elk Plain Grange, 21817 Mountain Hwy E, Spanaway, WA 98387,

Fri Jul 24, 2020 - Sun Jul 26, 2020 –Cancelled—-Ride at your own risk
PCCBCH Club Ride /Campout/ [social distancing observed]
Contact: Lead Trail Scout, PCCBCH evosam97@gmail.com (253) 691-8185 (360) 458-4631

Aug 15, 2020 -Tentative
Elbe Work Party —-Where: Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp
Contact Robe Humes 253.320.0510 Meet 08:00 am

Wed Aug 19, 2020
Executive Board Meeting 7pm - 9pm or Zoom Meeting
Where: Elk Plain Grange, 21817 Mountain Hwy E, Spanaway, WA 98387,
Everyone is welcome Contact Bob Ettledorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home (253) 509-3656 •

Sat Aug 22, 2020 Tentative
PCCBCH Moon Light Ride and camp out. Steak night.
Where: Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp
Contact Bob Etteldorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home (253) 509-3656 •

Wed Aug 26, 2020 Tentative
PCCBCH Membership Meeting 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Where: Elk Plain Grange, 21817 Mountain Hwy E, Spanaway, WA 98387,
Meeting starts at 07:00 pm. Social 06:30 pm Deserts & Door Prizes.
Contact Bob Etteldorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home(253) 509-3656 •

Sat Aug 29, 2020 Tentative
Elbe Work Party
Where: Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp
Contact Robe Humes 253.320.0510 Meet 08:00 am

Mon Sep 7, 2020
Labor Day Holiday—- Puyallup Fair is Cancelled
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2020 CHAPTER
SPONSORS and
SUPPORTERS

NEW

253-691-8481

253.846.6500
Contact Tina or Brett for your feed/farm needs

Tacoma 253-5371275

Thank
You
All

228 162nd St So

Fax

253-535-

Spanaway, WA

Web
www.kandsaddlery.com

TOM REED HORSEMANSHIP

4517 96th St E
Tacoma, WA

Additional services available

Tom Reed strives to help people
be successful with their horses
and their horsemanship for both
horse and rider using Natural

Tom Reed Horsemanship.com
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Wildflower Veterinary
Services
Providing comprehensive equine healthcare
Medicine, Surgery, Dental, Reproduction, & Pediatrics

253-847-1626

14425—221st Street East, Graham, WA98338

Check out PCCBCH on FACEBOOK!
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BCHW Mission Statement:
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of
America (hereafter “BCHA”) and therefore adopts the
BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this
organization shall be:

•

To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and
wilderness.

Published monthly, the Noose subscription is included in the
annual membership dues and distributed electronically to the
membership or mailed via USPS, upon request of the member.
Our members are encouraged to submit articles and photos.
Photos must be accompanied by the names of those in the photos, location, and who took the photo. Deadline for article submission is the 28th of the month for insertion in the next publication. Articles may be submitted to Nancy Wiest, PCC Noose
Editor at —- msnanay@msn.com.

•

To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.

Noose Publisher reserves the right to refuse any articles and/or
advertising. Advertisers and agencies assume all liability for
content of their advertisement. Publisher and agent bear no financial responsibility for errors or delays in publication.

•

To assist the various governmental and private
agencies in their maintenance and management of
said resource.

Please direct any inquiries regarding advertising to Cathy Dye,
PCC Advertising Chair, to dyeguyz2@gmail.com or
call 253-606-1272.

•

To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by
horsemen and the general public commensurate
with our heritage.

•

To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Disclaimer As a 501 (c)3 organization, the Pierce County
Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington follows
the policy: Back Country Horsemen of Washington does not
endorse or oppose any political candidate, donate or contribute
to any political candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in
political fund raising events, distribute statement for or against
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other activity
that may constitute favoring or opposing a political candidate.
The foregoing applies to the official position of BCHW, it does
not
restrict or discourage individual members from representing themselves in support of a candidate.

Pierce County Chapter
Back Country Horsemen
21804 MTN HWY E, #52
Spanaway, WA 98387
Email:
pccbackcountryhorseman@gmail.com

We are on the web.
WWW.pccbchwa.org
The Pierce County Noose is the official publication of
the Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country
Horsemen of Washington.

Articles and advertisements that appear in the Pierce County
Noose do not reflect the position, opinion, or endorsement of
the Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of
Washington (PCCBCHW), its Officers or Committee Chairs.
PCC BCHW is not responsible for the accuracy of all material and
advertisements, though every effort will be made to ensure
accuracy. Appearance of an advertisement in the Noose does not
constitute a recommendation or endorsement by PCC BCHW of
goods or services offered herein. Prices subject to change without warning. PCC BCHW and its management shall not be held
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other than a
correction in the next available issue.

Adverting Rates
Size

Single Issue

12 Months

Full Page

$50.00

$360.00

Half Page

$40.00

$300.00

Quarter Page

$30.00

$240.00

Business
Card

$20.00

Classified

$10.00

$180.00
Not Available

Interested in Advertising in
the eNOOSE?
Advertising space is available,
please email Cathy Dye at
dyeguyz2@gmail.com
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Hook up with Barb to be come a member!! Here is a Membership Form .

