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Tricks of the Trails:
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As we passed a 90degree turn Oakey ran into the tree at the turn. Of course, this
delayed me a tad but continued. Then I heard a terrible crashing noise very loud,
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And right behind us. I was so frightened that I just kicked my mule, while screaming, and laid down on his back across his neck while a tree hit us from behind.

Special Points
Of Interest:
Presidents Corner

September
Meeting
CANCELLED
[Maybe a Zoom
Meeting]

So sometime in June 2020, we gathered four of
our mules to go to Nisqually Machel for a training and exercise session.
Jim, rides his Mule, Ms P and I rode my guy,
Jojo. We brought two packers, Oakey and Velma. I have always called them sisters as
they came together from another ranch in Eatonville.
We loaded them up. We drove to the Nisqually Machel trail system. We parked and saddled them up and off we went.

Jim and Ms P were ponying Oakey. I and Jojo were ponying Velma. Nice sunny day and
did not see anyone on the trails.
The trails had numerous wind falls, snags and debris all around on the ground. So we
continued riding each ponying one mule. Jim later suggests we do 2 up. So I added Velma
on the back of Oakey and Jim continued on with the two mules behind him. Jojo and I
followed.

All the mules were fine, I was bruised and road rash on my elbow. It whisked my
head as it passed, I did have on my helmet.
Jim caught up with me as I screamed and the tree hit us.
What could I have done to not have this happen? Watch for snags, take a better
line around the turn to have the mule follow the lead of my rider. These are
things that we all need to keep in mind while leading a string of animals.
So please keep in mind while riding that anything can happen even when you
least expect it.
Ride and stay safe. Deb Sharbono

2020 Chapter Board Members

President’s Corner

• President
Bob Etteldorf: 253.509.3656
kaboranch@gmail.com

• Vice President
Cathy Dye : 253.606.1272
dyeguyz2@gmail.com

• Secretary
Donna MacKinnon: 253.686.3522
djd56@live.com

• Treasurer
Tanara Reynolds: 253.221.0179
tvreyo@gmail.com

• Lead Trail Scout
Sam Nohra: 360.458.4631

evosam97@gmail.com

• Lead Trail Maintenance

Coordinator
Rob Humes: 253.320.0510
randjranch@outlook.com

• State Director for BCHW
Louise Caywood: 253.732.8105
saddledupw@aol.com

9/9/2020
Hello fellow PCC Chapter members,
I hope and pray things are good with all of you. They are with us.
The weather has been great for camping and riding. We stayed at
Tiadnapam Park (on Riffe Lake, Morton) with family over the Labor
Day weekend, it was very enjoyable.
Well COVID-19 is still around, but please don’t let that stop you from
getting out on the trail. Sam Nohra and I have spent some time over
at Nisqually Park and JBLM, area 13. Looking forward to the Chapter
ride on September 26th. Everyone should come out for the great
food. Jerry Daschofsky is cooking for the Chapter again. If you recall
the Prize Ride last year, Jerry did all the cooking there—it amazing
then and am sure it will be again!!
Several of you have requested to have a ZOOM Chapter meeting,
well we will discuss at the BOD meeting on Wednesday next week.
We will need to iron out an agenda since this will be different then
meetings in the past. Stay tuned to your email, a notice will be sent
out by Jim.
I hate to go back to COVID-19, be careful and be safe, all of us would
like to see you all at the Christmas Party this December—we are
really looking forward to that.
As always, thank you all for being safe and I look forward to seeing
each one of you on the trail.

• Alt. State Director for BCHW
Jack Gillette: 253.847.1626
horsedoc@rainierconnect.com

• Past President
Jim Sharbono: 253.307.5358
Shareinvestments.js@gmail.com

Bob Etteldorf
PCC-BCHW President
253.509.3656
kaboranch@gmail.com
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Directions to JBLM Area 13 — “Watch for BCH SIGNS”
From Highway 512: Exit Highway 512 and go South on WA-Highway 7/ Pacific Ave. S to Parkland/
Spanaway/ Mt. Rainer. In roughly 5 miles take a slight Right onto WA 507 S to Roy. [Roy Y] In about 1.3 miles
turn left onto 8th Ave. S. Go about 2.4 miles to Rice-Kandle Road turn right onto the gravel road. Go about a mile
and turn Right into the parking lot with lots of trees.

From the Yelm/McKenna area: Take Hwy 702 about 5 miles to 8th Avenue South (blinking light). Turn Left.
Go about 5 or 6 miles to Rice-Kendall Road (gravel road just after bridge). Turn Left. Go about 1 mile. Turn Right
into the parking area with lots of trees.

From Eatonville area: Take Hwy 702 to 8th Avenue South (blinking light) Turn Right. Go about 5 or 6 miles to
Rice-Kendall Road (gravel road just after bridge). Turn Left. Go about 1 mile. Turn Right into the parking area
with lots of trees.
From Roy area: Take 288th Street East to 8th Avenue South. Turn Left. Go about 2 miles to Rice-Kendall Road
(gravel road just after bridge). Turn Left. Go about 1 mile. Turn Right into the parking area with lots of trees.

No Pass needed if you sign in with our group.
We got you covered!!!
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MEET THE MEMBER —Jill Gallagher
Hello, my name is Jill, I joined PCBCH as of April 2020. I am a brand-new member.
I have known about Back country Horseman for many years and have always appreciated all the many things the BCH accomplish for trail preservation, and equine education. I decided this is the year to become active in an organization that contributes so
much to the equestrian community. I was also inspired by a friend to get involved and
learn of all the different places to ride.
I currently work as an Animal control officer. I enjoy my job very much. My volunteer
hours are utilized taking care of my elderly parents. Things like doing their grocery
shopping and taking them to Dr. appointments. Other off hour activities include riding
and taking care of my farm, just myself. Tending to my land, fences, chickens, dogs,
and horses for the past 16 years. I like to quilt as an occasional hobby.
I have lived in Washington state all my life. My family located to the South hill area in 1968. Back when the area was
all forested. As a little girl my friend Dina and I would play in the horse pastures with the horses. At ages four and
five we had no concerns for ever being hurt. I have had natural love of horses all my life. I was the only horse crazy
person in my family. I am the youngest of 3 children.
My Dad is the most influential person in my life. He taught me a person must earn what they want. As a kid I picked
berries and earned my first bicycle. It has been a lasting impression throughout my life.
One of my favorite jobs was working for the carpenter’s union. This is where my childhood friend Dina and I reconnected after years of not seeing each other. She was my boss, and a great person to work for.
Through Dina’s family’s association with the Tacoma Equestrian Unit, and her Dad’s stock of foundation quarter
horses, I purchased my first horse in 1998. Sioux, a fantastic three-year-old gelding, foundation quarter horse with
30 days on him. I proceeded to take riding lessons. Green on green. My instructor had her doubts thinking we might
just kill each other. Horse and rider made it through our lessons together and had many years of memorable experiences. I have been with horses in my life from then on.
My current horse is Jack, an eight-year-old foundation quarter horse palomino. We
love to ride at Elbe, Fort Lewis, Nisqually, and trips to Oregon, Idaho, and Montana.
Every ride is a favorite, good, or bad. I like to sight see verses endurance type experiences. I usually go with the horse and the dogs.
I am interested in taking Jack Gillette’s Equine First Aid training and Ron Downing’s
Knot Tying and Packing Clinic. I hope to arrange my work time schedule in the future to be able to attend some meetings, potlucks, rides, and the Christmas event.
I enjoy learning new things, meeting new people, and seeing new places.
I look forward to the years ahead with the BCH and hope to be able to contribute in
a good way for the future generations of riders also.
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Thank you to Judy Mitton for hosting the August Evening Potluck and Social Gettogether at her home in Puyallup. While the Covid restrictions have taken a toll
on all our lives in various ways and have limited our ability to hold our monthly
meetings, special people find ways to still bring people together in safe ways.
There were 13 members in attendance and a nice potluck supper was provided
and finished off with fruit pies and cupcakes. Taking time to enjoy the company
of others in trying times represents the eloquence of our members to bring people together and share our stories of trail rides and trail wrecks, our very special
animals, the wonderful opportunities to experience the beauty our state through
chapter rides and work parties, and to enhance friendships through our chapter.
Those in attendance were Judy and Jim Mitton, Bill and Sharon Crawford, Brian
and Sue Heiser, Nancy Wiest, Donna MacKinnon, Karen Armstrong, Amy Cruver,
Cathie Christie, Teresa and Chuck Meredith, and Cathy Dye
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Back Country Remote Camping
Destination camps : Some parties ride into the backcountry with only
one destination in mind. You can reduce impact in destination camps by
sending out extra horses for the length of your base camp stay with a
friend or member of your party.
When a group spends multiple nights in one campsite, much more care is
needed to protect the area from overuse. More forage is required for the
horses. Picket pins and electric fence must be moved again and again in
order to prevent overgrazing and trampling. Only with considerable determination and commitment can you keep the area of disturbance from
growing larger. Some areas cannot withstand this type of use. Other areas
have been set aside in hopes that surrounding campsites will not be so
heavily impacted and damaged. Make it a group effort to leave the camp
in excellent condition so it can sustain decades of such use.

Barb Talbot in the Wilderness

In Remote Areas, Spread Use: Remote or pristine areas are quite fragile, and it is easy to create longlasting damage. A horse party heading off cross-country in mountains or timber will often run into many
obstacles. The potential for creating new and unnecessary trails is great. If you do travel cross country, take
extreme care to minimize impact by you and your horses.

Traveling cross country,: The key to preventing the development of trails in a remote area is to spread
out and disperse your impacts. It is best not to travel single file. By limiting the number of times hoof prints
fall in the same place, the chance of doing long-term damage to the vegetation is greatly reduced. Durability
of the ground surface is the most important consideration in determining exactly where to travel. When
traveling off-trail, stay on durable, dry ground and ride around fragile areas such as wet, boggy ground and
steep slopes. Spread out and avoid going straight downhill or uphill by traveling in a switchback fashion, each
rider taking their own route. Finally, when traveling cross-country, allow other travelers the same thrill and
challenge of route finding. Do not mark your route by building cairns, using plastic flagging or blazing trees.

Camping in remote areas: When choosing a remote or pristine campsite, look for a durable surface such
as exposed bedrock or dry grassy areas on which to place kitchen and tents. In high deserts, gravely areas
with little vegetation are ideal. Forest duff (large areas of dead needles, cones and twigs) is acceptable if it is
possible to avoid crushing plants and seedlings. Such sites are quite resilient and capable of recovering
rapidly from the effects of one night of low-impact use. Spread out tents, avoid repetitive traffic routes and
move camp each night. The objective is to minimize the number of times any part of the site is trampled.
When breaking camp, take time to naturalize the site. Manure piles should be kicked apart, and scattered,
and pawed ground should be filled in. Extra firewood should be scattered. Cover scuffed up areas with native
materials, brush out footprints and rake matted grassy areas with a stick to help the site recover and be less
obvious as a campsite. Other travelers will be less likely to camp in the same spot. The less often a pristine
campsite is used, the better chance it has of remaining pristine.
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Meet the Member—Nancy Wiest
Hello, Everybody, I am your eNoose Newsletter editor for PCCBCH this year.
I have a husband Dave and a daughter and one grandson. In the mix are 2 dogs a Pitbull mix and a Rottweiler , then the black cat Henry. I have paint gaited horse and
boarding 2 other horses on the place for now. And the neighbors cows come to visit to
mow down the grass in the spring.
I grew up in Northeastern Iowa on a farm and always loved horses.
My Dad said horses were for working not a pet, so I got my horse fix from going over to
my girl friends house and riding their ponies and horses. I learned to ride with reins in
one hand and a lock of mane in the other hand and off you go—no saddles.

Thor and Nancy at cave
under Bible Rock in WA

We had moved away to California and I didn’t ride for a few years. I would ride once in
awhile and still had a love of horses. I married my husband in Phoenix Arizona and
started a family. My husband and I moved from Phoenix Arizona and settled in
Washington state . I was in my 30’s when I decided I wanted a horse. I never took care
of a horse full time, I just rode horses and knew about brushing and picking out hoofs.
So, there was a learning curve there with feeding, saddles, caring for these big animals
and then trucks and trailers, acreage in Edgewood Washington and then fencing.
We have had plenty of horses thru the years and loved going on mountain trails. And learned not all horses you want
to be riding on mountain trails. We ended up loving our Missouri Fox trotters to ride and pack especially after I had
back surgery.
My favorite horse was a Missouri Fox trotter, Jim Dandy, a red roan who was the best trail and pack horse I have had.
And then there was Thor a Tennessee walker who was great and is in the picture in the cave but didn’t like elk, so, we
definitely moved down the trail away from the other “big animals” when we met up with one.
My Farrier back in 1989 was Don Hayden [a past President of PCCBCH] and he got me to join BCH and I have been a
member ever since. I was a member, but nobody really knew me cause I worked nights and never attended a
meeting, but I learned and practiced all the Leave No Trace and cleared spots on trails on our own. I would show up
for “Fair Parking” and the parade.
Once my husband, Dave and I were in the wilderness in Idaho Back country and this ranger left messages for us on our
coffee pot. We never met the man— we were always out day riding when he happened by. He complemented us on
our camp and our Leave No Trace methods— things I learned from BCH and practiced.
Dave and Nancy at Elk Mountain Trail head
in Idaho—Packing in.

When I retired I traded a forklift –machine operating for
a computer and became the PCCBCH Secretary.

A secretary that couldn’t type very well?!
I volunteered to support the club that I belonged to for
all these years and got to know more of the people in
the club.
And now I’m doing the Newsletter for the club, and of
course, I have learned some computer skills along the
way and a little better at typing.
I truly appreciate all the work PCC BCH and BCHW has
done on the trails we use thru the years and for all of us
to enjoy to ride. Our Elbe hills is a great example of this
clubs hard work.
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Knot Corner
Tie your horse safely to the trailer with a
Bank Robber’s Knot,
also known as Highwayman’s Hitch.
True name “Joslin Knot”
The name of this knot comes from its legendary use by highwaymen and robbers to give
them quick release of their horse’s rein and so ensure a fast getaway. (It is also called the
draw hitch). The end of the lead rope attached to the equine is known as the “fixed” end.
The end that is not fixed and runs out is known as the “running” end. One pull on the
“running” end and the knot is undone, but the “fixed” end can be put under tension. It is
useful for, lowering loads and as a temporary fastening. It is commonly used to tie an equine or others to a gather of brush or a gather of live limbs when there is nowhere else to
tie.

Instructions:
1. Loop the lead rope coming from the horse (“fixed” end) around the back of the
log creating a loop.
2. Bring another loop from the end attached to the horse (“fixed” end) and put it
through the front of the first loop and pull down on the first loop.
3. Create a third loop from the “running” end as shown and wrap it around the
front of the post and through the second loop. Pull tight.
4. To release, simply pull on the loose end.
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Just a Bit of Humor

Ev

Page 10

Hoot-n-Holler Lunch-

JLMB Permits Available

We are having our monthly luncheon.

Call Bob Dimond and he will meet you and
take you on base to get your Permit.

There is only 5 people per table.
Be at South Hill Black Bear Diner,
Puyallup at12:00 noon.
Anyone can attend.
Dates –2nd Thursday of the month

Contact Bob
C-253.961.9573

H-253.843.0290

October 8th
November12th
December 10th

Mark your Calendar!
See you there!!!!

Wildflower Veterinary
Services
Providing comprehensive
equine healthcare

253-847-1626
Medicine, Surgery, Dental, Reproduction, & Pediatrics

2021 BCHW Calendars
We Have
Calendars!!

Contact Louise
Get yours today
14425—221st Street East, Graham, WA 98338--< NEW ADDRESS
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Calendar
Mon Sep 7, 2020
Labor Day Holiday—-Puyallup Fair is Cancelled this year

Wed Sep 16, 2020
Executive Board Meeting 7pm - 9pm —Zoom Meeting
Contact Bob Ettledorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home (253) 509-3656 •

Sat Sep 19, 2020
Elbe Work Party at Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp, Meet 08:00 am
Contact: Robe Humes 253.320.0510 —

Wed Sep 23, 2020

PCCBCH Membership Meeting –CANCELLED— Maybe a Zoom Meeting—TBA
Contact Bob Etteldorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home(253) 509-3656 •

Sat Sep 26, 2020
Sam’s Ride & Lunch at Area 13 —Riders out between 9AM & 10AM
Contact Sam Nora: Lead Trail Scout: evosam97@gmail.com or (253) 691- 8185 or (360) 458-4631

Sat Oct 3, 2020
Elbe Work Party —at Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp, Meet 08:00 am
Contact Robe Humes 253.320.0510 —

Sat Oct 10, 2020
PCCBCH Day Ride at Nisqually State Park,
Contact Sam Nora: Lead Trail Scout, evosam97@gmail.com (253) 691- 8185 (360) 458-4631

Mon Oct 12, 2020 —All day Columbus Day (regional holiday)
Wed Oct 21, 2020
Executive Board Meeting 7pm - 9pm Zoom Meeting,
Contact Bob Ettledorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home (253) 509-3656

Wed Oct 28, 2020

PCCBCH Membership Meeting / Cancelled — Maybe a Zoom Meeting TBA
Contact Bob Etteldorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • Home(253) 509-3656

Sat Oct 31, 2020 —All day Halloween
Sun Nov 1, 2020 —Daylight Saving Time ends
Tue Nov 3, 2020 ——Election Day (General Election)
Wed Nov 11, 2020 —Veterans Day
Wed Nov 18, 2020

Executive Board Meeting 7pm - 9pm —Zoom Meeting
Contact Bob Ettledorf: kaboranch@gmail.com • (253) 509-3656 •
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2020 CHAPTER
SPONSORS and SUPPORTERS

253-691-8481

253.846.650
Contact Tina or Brett for your feed/farm needs

Tacoma 253-5371275

Thank
You
All

228 162nd St So

Fax

253-535-

Spanaway, WA

Web
www.kandsaddlery.com

TOM REED HORSEMANSHIP

4517 96th St E
Tacoma, WA

Additional services available

Tom Reed strives to help people
be successful with their horses
and their horsemanship for both
horse and rider using Natural

Tom Reed Horsemanship.com
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Published monthly, the Noose subscription is included in the
annual membership dues and distributed electronically to the
membership or mailed via USPS, upon request of the member.

BCHW Mission Statement:
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of
America (hereafter “BCHA”) and therefore adopts the
BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this
organization shall be:

•

To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and
wilderness.

Our members are encouraged to submit articles and photos.
Photos must be accompanied by the names of those in the photos, location, and who took the photo. Deadline for article submission is the 28th of the month for insertion in the next publication. Articles may be submitted to Nancy Wiest, PCC Noose
Editor at —- msnanay@msn.com.

•

To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.

Noose Publisher reserves the right to refuse any articles and/or
advertising. Advertisers and agencies assume all liability for
content of their advertisement. Publisher and agent bear no financial responsibility for errors or delays in publication.

•

To assist the various governmental and private
agencies in their maintenance and management of
said resource.

Please direct any inquiries regarding advertising to Cathy Dye,
PCC Advertising Chair, to dyeguyz2@gmail.com or
call 253-606-1272.

•

To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by
horsemen and the general public commensurate
with our heritage.

•

To foster and encourage the formation of new
chapters in the state organization.

Disclaimer As a 501 (c)3 organization, the Pierce County
Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington follows
the policy: Back Country Horsemen of Washington does not
endorse or oppose any political candidate, donate or contribute
to any political candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in
political fund raising events, distribute statement for or against
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other activity
that may constitute favoring or opposing a political candidate.
The foregoing applies to the official position of BCHW, it does
not
restrict or discourage individual members from representing themselves in support of a candidate.

Pierce County Chapter
Back Country Horsemen
21804 MTN HWY E, #52
Spanaway, WA 98387
Email:
pccbackcountryhorseman@gmail.com

We are on the web.
WWW.pccbchwa.org
The Pierce County Noose is the official publication of
the Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country
Horsemen of Washington.

Articles and advertisements that appear in the Pierce County
Noose do not reflect the position, opinion, or endorsement of
the Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of
Washington (PCCBCHW), its Officers or Committee Chairs.
PCC BCHW is not responsible for the accuracy of all material and
advertisements, though every effort will be made to ensure
accuracy. Appearance of an advertisement in the Noose does not
constitute a recommendation or endorsement by PCC BCHW of
goods or services offered herein. Prices subject to change without warning. PCC BCHW and its management shall not be held
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other than a
correction in the next available issue.

Adverting Rates
Size

Single Issue

12 Months

Full Page

$50.00

$360.00

Half Page

$40.00

$300.00

Quarter Page

$30.00

$240.00

Business
Card

$20.00

Classified

$10.00

$180.00
Not Available

Interested in Advertising in
the eNOOSE?
Advertising space is available,
please email Cathy Dye at
dyeguyz2@gmail.com
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Hook up with Barb to be come a member!! Here is a Membership Form .

