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How to Pony a Horse /Mule with
Confidence.

Are you able to lead a another
horse/mule from yours, and is your
animal able to be led by a another
horse? You should be able to. Leading
is an essential skill for every trail rider.
Put simply, ponying is the act of leading
a horse alongside the animal you're
riding. It sounds simple but it's a multi-
faceted job of riding your own horse
while also paying attention to another,
all while holding the reins in one hand
and a lead rope in the other.
Why would anyone want to do this?
Here’s a few examples:
e Introduce a new horse to the trail
e Lead a pack horse
e Assist another rider
e (Condition a young or older horse
In each of the above cases, you'll need
to know how to pony correctly to keep
yofu, your horse, and the ponied horse
safe.

Preparing You
The first step in How to Pony with Con-
fidence is being ready to pony. Get
used to riding your animal one-handed.
Be able to rein with either hand while
holding a lead in the other. Be able to
switch hands on the go.

Preparing your Riding Animal
Before attempting to lead another ani-
mal, your riding horse, or mule, should
be comfortable with having a rope all
around him. He needs to be OK with
feeling a lead rope alongside his hind-
quarters, and even for the possibility
that the rope might get around a leg or
under his tail.

When working with your animals I'm
constantly tossing the lead rope around
their hips, along their legs, and asking
them to bend their necks and come
around to face me and do this from all
sides. Once you can do that from the
ground it’s time to try the same exer-
cises from the saddle.

Your riding animal should calmly allow
ropes to touch his legs and tail, and
should be able drag logs without
spooking. Just swing a lead rope to ac-
custom your horse to the motions on
both sides. Be careful.

| feel that rope training is an essential exercise
for every animal. Your riding animal needs to
be responsive and not afraid of a rope rubbing
on it.

Preparing the horse to be led
Start from the ground. It's my opinion that every
trail horse should be able to be ponied. There
are any number of reasons why, but my biggest
is that if you depart your ride unexpectedly (say
in a helicopter) your riding partner should be
able to safely pony your horse back to the trail-
head. Start from the ground before you start
leading from another horse/mule. The
horse/mule you plan on ponying should be able
to be led, and led well, from the ground before
you try it from the saddle. Once the pony
horse/mule prospect has good ground manners
and is light and alert at the end of a lead rope,
transitioning to ponying won’t be traumatic.
Work from the ground until your prospect is
consistent and responsive from a distance.
This ground work not only will prepare your
horse to be led from horseback it will help him
or her become a much better, more respectful,
partner that doesn’t pull or crowd you. Both are
good things.

The Equipment
Functional saddle with a solid tree — treeless or

flexible tree saddles can deform and unevenly
distribute pressure causing pain to your riding
horse.

Rope halter for the horse to be ponied — The
rope halter will reinforce your cues.

12 foot lead — I've used both shorter and longer
leads. 12 feet works best for me.

Gloves ——Rope burn is a thing and it’s not
pleasant.
The Dally

Once the three of you (your riding horse/mule,
the horse/mule to be ponied, and yourself) have
learned How to Pony Safely and you’re ready to
head out.  You will be tempted to use your
saddle horn.  “Don’t! “
Use the horn to hold lunch, not to tie off your
lead rope. Should a ride become eventful while
ponying you want to instantly release all con-
nections to the pony horse. It’s much better to
dismount and pick up the lead than to be
dragged off the side of a mountain because you
were hard tied to an animal that lost its footing.
How to Pony with Confidence is dependent upon
the response and respect you develop on the
ground. If your horse handles well and is re-
sponsive on the halter rope on the ground, that
training will come through when you pony him.
Take the time to develop those skills.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!!

Today, Dec 7th is a special day for all of us one way or another, I hope
each of you took a moment of silence for all the fallen soldiers, sailors
and people of Pearl Harbor. I also hope and pray that each of you are
taking the necessary precautions to avoid the COVID-19 pandemic. I
can’t believe that it is still here and how it has impacted our lives. For
those families with other sickness or illness issues, my thoughts and
prayers reach out to each of you as you live through this period of
sadness, love and hope.

On the trail front, the past week has been excellent to grab your mount
and hit the trail. The days have been sunny and even warmed up a bit.
Dress warm for those rides and enjoy yourselves. We should all be out
on the trail as often as possible. I look for the Nisqually ride on New
Year’s Day at Nisqually Mashel. Please everyone join me there for the
ride.

I want to make a special shout out to the Board of Directors for
working hard behind the scenes, attending meetings, planning events,
etc. This has been a hard year for the BOD. We have the calendar dates
set for major events next year, please review it and plan to support and
attend the many events (provided the governor allows it.) Jim has sent
it out already, please take a look. Hopefully we will have a members
meeting in January.

Thank you all for renewing your chapter membership!! As always,
thank you all for being safe, I look forward to seeing each one of you
on the trail.

Warmest wishes and Merry Christmas.

Bob Etteldorf
PCC-BCHW President
253.509.3656

kaboranch@gmail.com




