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The First Aid Clinic last month was a success, several folks in attendance are
looking forward to Sawyer Certification on the 20th. Coming up the rest of
this month is the Work Party planned for Mar 27th at Sahara Creek
Campground in Elbe. Please plan to attend this work party. Since the work
party for February was cancelled due to snow, this will be the first we have
had for a long time. There is much to do, hopefully you have seen the email
sent out by Jim Sharbono about the event, please plan to attend.
On the trail front, we continue to ride during the better weather periods,
often over the weekends. If you have not registered for HOOF PRINTS, please
do so as soon as possible. The prize for the person who has ridden the most
this year will be well worth it. Just reach out to me with your $5 bucks and I
will give you a log. Burke Lake Ride is coming up next month. Please join on
the fun and come over and ride and camp.
I am hopeful that we will have a member meeting in April. This is on the
agenda for discussion by the board during the March meeting. If there is
anything you want us to discuss and consider, please reach out to me and I
can get it placed on the agenda.
Again, with the warmer weather approaching, let’s get out there and tear up
them trails on horseback!! As always, thank you all for being safe, I look
forward to seeing each one of you on the trail.
Blessings and warmest wishes.

Bob Etteldorf
PCC-BCHW President
253.509.3656
kaboranch@gmail.com

2021 Chapter
Board Members

Welcome NEW Members
Martin Leddy and Kelly Sandy

• President
Bob Etteldorf: 253.509.3656
kaboranch@gmail.com

• Vice President
Cathy Dye : 253.606.1272

Howdy,

dyeguyz2@gmail.com

• Secretary
Donna MacKinnon: 253.686.3522
pccbchsecretary@outlook.com

• Treasurer
Tanara Reynolds: 253.221.0179
tvreyo@gmail.com

• Lead Trail Scout
Sam Nohra: 360.458.4631

evosam97@gmail.com

• Lead Trail Maintenance

Coordinator
Rob Humes: 253.320.0510
randjranch@outlook.com

• State Director for BCHW
Louise Caywood: 253.732.8105
saddledupw@aol.com

• Alt. State Director for BCHW
Jack Gillette: 253.847.1626
horsedoc@rainierconnect.com

• Past President

While this past year has been incredibly challenging for all of us, 2021 is going to
be better. Our membership is in full swing and we have gained many new
members. If we have missed your renewal and we hope we are still on your list
to rejoin.
As of March 1st, if you have not renewed your membership you will be dropped
from the state roster. This means that you will not receive the state newsletter,
the “Trailhead News”. You will still receive our charter newsletter as we do not
remove you from our roster. Your renewal not only helps our local chapter but
also helps to support BCHW of Washington to accomplish their goals to keep
trails open for all.
Online renewals are easy on the new bchw.org website. A paper membership is
included in our chapter Newsletter or by contacting your membership chair,
Barb Downing at 253-848-3820.
We have been limited in our ability to have Chapter rides and activities, we have
many members who have continued to ride regularly in small groups and
individually while adhering to COVID-19 protocols. Our chapter has made a
significant investment in trail maintenance over the years, and we continued to
have volunteers out working on the trails and campgrounds throughout the past
year. Some say it is a labor of love; some just enjoy working on the trails and
seeing their accomplishments and how it benefits us all and supports the BCH
mission of keeping trails open for future generations.
Last year, we missed our meetings and our time spent together. We are hoping
to resume our regular activities very soon. Looking forward to more riding, more
packing, and more trail work.
Many training opportunities will hopefully be available, as well.
See you soon,
Barb Downing PCC Membership Chair

Jim Sharbono: 253.307.5358
Shareinvestments.js@gmail.com
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Meet the Member- Jim Sharbono
You’ll want to MEET James Sharbono
Jim was born in Tacoma and has lived in Puyallup, Kapowsin, &
Eatonville. Jim has been married to Deb which he has known since
high school. They were married in 1973 (50 years coming up soon)
They have 3 children; Jessica, Cassandra & Thomas.
Jim’s most influential person in his life is Don Bittner. He was the
owner of ABC Transmissions in Tacoma. Jim worked with him for
12 years in many faucets of the business. He was a good mentor
don’t you think.
Jim has had a varied array of jobs in his lifetime. He has owned auto repair facilities and automotive services. Jim was
rightfully given the “Man of the Year” award for all his many talents and the way he has worked with others. In fact,
Jim’s favorite job is working with people and negotiating the relationships around him. He currently owns and works
with commercial properties.
Jim and Deb have 2 dogs. Cessna and Piper (You will see Piper in Deb’s lap much of the time, barn cats, 1 horse, Arrow; but their favorite is their 5 mules which they have been riding and packing for 3+ years. They also raise beef cattle.
A funny story was when Deb and Jim were on a work party at Sahara Creek. Ms P got stung by bees and took off out of
the area. They couldn’t find her so they started down the trail. Here she came, braying loudly, out of the woods to find
Jim, her best friend. They laughed at her all the way home but were really glad she showed up safe and sound.
Jim’s first horse was a big quarter horse named El Paso who was 10 years old and did it all. Now he has Ms P (panic),
his favorite mule. She is just like El Paso but even better; “She’s my mule”
Jim believes that his equine association has made him more patient with others. Mules are a different breed. They command you to do more with them and they expect you to treat them fairly. Jim says that he has learned so much about
himself and the skill of packing with the mules. I think Deb agrees.
Jim always needs riding partners and loves to ride anywhere as long as he is with his mules. Call him and if time permits, he’s off and gone.
Jim always needs riding partners and loves to ride anywhere as long as he is with his mules. Call him and if time permits, he’s off and gone.

Jim has been involved with the Pierce County Chapter for many years. He’s

been much more involved in the last 4 to 5 years. Jim was our President for a
term and did a bang-up job. He is currently our communications and roster keeper. He also keeps us all in line as a board member. His involvement with the
chapter has brought back the enjoyment and fellowship that we all needed.

THANK YOU, Jim.

Jim’s has learned so much from the chapter. He hopes to keep on learning as we all move through this new COVID-19 season in our lives.
As Jim says “we’ll see each other as soon as possible”.
This sentiment is shared by all of us.
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Tricks of the Trail ——By Barb Downing
I’m Barb Downing and I have a trail trick as well as a funny story for you. Well, here we go:
We’ve always been told that a 12-14 ft lead rope attached to a halter under a bridle is the safe way to ride both in
the mountains as well as anywhere you ride. You double your long lead rope and run it up through the breast collar, around the horn, back down thru the breast collar and tie a half hitch around the end of the loop. When you
pull on the end it pulls out to use.
You also need to train your horse to understand the stay back command so when you need that command your
horse will know what to do. You can use your long lead rope to practice this. You lead from a distance and they will
stay back if you’ve worked on it.

I’ve done this for years and never really had to use the lead rope or the stay back command. But when you need
that rope you have it. This happened to me one time that I will share with you. There were a lot more times than
you can imagine beside this one.
The first time I needed that rope, we were riding in the Sawtooth Wilderness just east of Lake Chelan. Ron suggested to me that I dismount and untie my lead rope as we were about to go over Devils Pass which was very rough. I
usually feel safer staying mounted but this time I thought directions might be right. As I lead from 12 foot away, I
soon found out why. The trail was very narrow and rocky. I was able to tell my horse to stay back while I stumbled
my way along at a safe distance. We remounted on the other side of the rough spot and I was very glad that I had
that long lead rope and a horse that would stay back which kept me safe.
My funny story involves my dog, Cady. Cady was always anxious to go when we went riding. If he was unable to go,
he would run around and bark like crazy. He figured out that he had to outsmart us to go. He began to jump into
the camper when we were loading and were not looking. He would bury himself at the back of the bed where we
could not see him. He would jump out of his hiding place when we got there. He would be so happy and proud of
himself. Ron an I would just laugh and Cady got to go along. Another time he hid under the horses front feet in the
trailer. We found him very soon and figured he should ride in the truck. Don’t you just love them.
Here’s my toast to long lead ropes, my horse Lil Bit and to my Cady. Barb Downing Membership Chair

PCCBCH First Aid Class 2/20/2021
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Pierce County Chapter Ride

Come for a day or come for the
entire weekend!

Wenas BBQ Flats
May 13 thru 16, 2021

Trail Scout:
Jack Gillette
253-847201626
The Wenas Valley is a favorite for us –
generally dry & warm this time of year, easy but interesting country, great opportunity for first time
campers. Be sure and contact Jack Gillette, trail scout, is you are coming. Area northwest of Naches.
The area ranges up to the top of the Clemmons mountains and further west, as well as areas north.
Many types of wildlife can be seen, including elk herds and deer. Early access could find sheds and
winter kill elk Ivory. Great camping and cross-country riding. No fires after April 15th, without a permit. Stock water available in early season. No potable water. Vault toilet available.

Directions:
Going east on I-82, take
Exit 26. Turn right on
Highway 821 North.
In .2 miles, turn left on
Highway 823 South.
In 1.9 miles, take a slight
right for North Wenas Road
for 20 miles.
Turn left on Malory Road
and stay left to site.

Covid Guidelines
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Knot Corner
Highwayman’s Hitch —–——This quick release knot is of the draw loop type and can
temporarily secure a load that is to be released cleanly and easily. It can be tied at the middle
of a rope eliminating the need of the working end to be passed around the anchor while tying
or releasing.
It involves 3 bights of the same rope each of which successively lock the
previous one as is evident from the below diagram.

FOR
SALE:
Big Horn Cordura 15 inch
Western Saddle
with breast collar. $600.00
[New in July]
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Member Care Chair– Judy Mitton
Please let Judy know if a PCC BCHW member needs a get well, sympathy or happy card mailed to them.

Call Judy at 253.848.4178 or Email judymitton@live.com

Comprehensive Equine Healthcare

Medicine, Ultrasound, Surgery, & Consultations
Farm Calls and Clinic Services
24-hour Emergency Services
Laser Therapy, Equine Dentistry & Nutrition
Equine First Aid Classes

14425 221st St E Graham, WA 98338

New Location

Jack Gillette, DVM
253-847-1626
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2021 CHAPTER SPONSORS

253-846-6500

253-691-8481

Contact Tina or Brett for your feed/farm needs

Tacoma 253-537-1275
Fax

253-535-5679

nd

228 162 St So
Spanaway, WA

Web www.kandsaddlery.com

TOM REED HORSEMANSHIP———253.341.6506

4517 96th St E
Tacoma, WA

Thank You

Tom Reed strives to help people
be successful with their horses
and their horsemanship for both
horse and rider using

for your

Support
Additional services available

Tom Reed Horsemanship.com
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BCHW Mission Statement:
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of America

Published monthly, the PCC News subscription is included in the
annual membership dues and distributed electronically to the
membership or mailed via USPS, upon request of the member.

sion statement as follows: The mission of this organiza-

Our members are encouraged to submit articles and photos.
Photos must be accompanied by the names of those in the
photos, location, and who took the photo.

tion shall be:

Deadline for article submission is the

(hereafter “BCHA”) and therefore adopts the BCHA mis-

•

To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment
of horses in America’s back country and wilderness.

•

To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational stock use.

28th of the month for insertion in the next
publication. Articles may be submitted to
Nancy Wiest, PCC News Editor at —
msnansay@msn.com.
PCC News Publisher reserves the right to refuse any articles
and/or advertising. Advertisers and agencies assume all liability
for content of their advertisement. Publisher and agent bear no
financial responsibility for errors or delays in publication.

•

To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said
resource.

•

Please direct any inquiries regarding advertising to Cathy Dye,
To educate, encourage and solicit active participation PCC Advertising Chair, to dyeguyz2@gmail.com or
in the wise use of the back country resource by horsecall 253-606-1272.
men and the general public commensurate with our
heritage.
Disclaimer As a 501 (c)3 organization, the Pierce County
Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington follows
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapthe policy: Back Country Horsemen of Washington does not
ters in the state organization.
endorse or oppose any political candidate, donate or contribute
to any political candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in
political fund raising events, distribute statement for or against
Pierce County Chapter
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other activity
Back Country Horsemen
that may constitute favoring or opposing a political candidate.
The foregoing applies to the official position of BCHW, it does
21804 MTN HWY E, #52
not restrict or discourage individual members from repreSpanaway, WA 98387
senting themselves in support of a candidate.

•

Email:

pccbackcountryhorseman@gmail.com

We are on the web.
https://pccbchwa.com
The Pierce County News is the official publication of
the Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country
Horsemen of Washington.

Advertising Rates
Size

Single Issue

12 Months

Full Page

$30.00

$300.00

Half Page

$20.00

$180.00

Quarter Page

$9.00

$90.00

Business Card

$4.00

$40.00

Classified

$10.00

Not Available

Articles and advertisements that appear in the Pierce County
News do not reflect the position, opinion, or endorsement of the
Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington (PCCBCHW), its Officers or Committee Chairs.
PCCBCHW is not responsible for the accuracy of all material and
advertisements, though every effort will be made to ensure accuracy. Appearance of an advertisement in the PCC News does
not constitute a recommendation or endorsement by PCCBCHW
of goods or services offered herein. Prices subject to change
without warning. PCCBCHW and its management shall not be
held responsible for any typing errors or omissions other than a
correction in the next available issue.

Interested in Advertising
in the PCC NEWS?
Advertising space is available,
please email Cathy Dye at
dyeguyz2@gmail.com
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Hook up with Barb Downing to be come a member!!
Call 253.312.3820 or email at pccbchmembers@outlook.com
Here is a Membership Form “OR” Go to BCHW website and renew on line –its easy!!!

